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Alaska Spring Update

• Additional ADS-B coverage
• Additional weather stations
• Future change from VOR to Airports references 

points in forecasts
• New VFR arrival/departure procedure to Merrill 

Field 
• Upcoming events



Additional ADS-B Ground Stations

• Galena/Allakaket construction this summer



Statewide coverage map

https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/technology/equipadsb/research/airspace#interactiveMap

• Revising to 
include AGL 
& MSL 
altitudes

• Available in 
May



Weather Dashboard
• Shows 

operational 
status of 
existing wx 
stations

• Indicates 
candidate 
locations for 
new 



Weather Dashboard
• Green circle = existing 

stations, operating
• Purple diamond = future AWOS
• Blue diamond = future VWOS

• This summer FAA expects to 
install:

• 18 AWOS
• 10 VWOS
• 19 Wx Cameras

• More to come in 2027-28



Forecasts to swap airports for VORs

Comments on this plan accepted through 
May 15, 2026. Public Notice link on 
www.weather.gov/aawu 



Network of points

• Blue = existing site
• Red = new location



New Merrill Field 
VFR 
Arrival/Departure 
Route

• Goes active July 9, 2026

• Part 93 Route

• One of several routes 
expected leading up to 
the Class C Airspace 
Change



Upcoming events

• Great Alaska Aviation Gathering – May 1-2

• Valdez Fly-In –  May 9-10

• Fairbanks Aviation Day, May 16 



Other issues we are tracking:
• ADS-B Privacy Update
• Electronic Conspicuity
• Part 108 / BVLOS
• Future of Aeronautical Charts
• Starlink
• Fuel Transition Plan
• ATC Tech Refresh ($30B)
• Palmer Master Plan
• Kenai Approaches / Runway Reconstruction
• SKE Routes
• Customs and Border Protection
• Part 141 Rewrite
• Merrill Tower Hours



Thank you!
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