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Topics:

Charts, weather and TFR’s!

• Renaming Ptarmigan Pass

• Charting changes

• Cloud Cross Section point to point

• FAA Weather Camera visibility project

• Clear Radar TFR (R-2206) update







Definition:

• A mountain pass is the highest portion of a path through a 
mountain range. The highest portion of the route is also the lowest 
route that can be traveled between mountains on each side.  *

FAA Mountain Pass 
Chart Symbol

* Definition from Worldlandforms.com
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• Orange = more direct, but higher 
route via Rainy Pass

• Green =  lower, longer route formerly 
known as Ptarmigan Pass 

• Rainy Pass Elevation: 3,524 ft

• Houston Pass Elevation: 2,749 ft

• Hellsgate Canyon: ~2,200 ft

775 ft

~550 ft

To McGrath

To Anchorage

https://blog.aopa.org/aopa/2021/08/06/ptarmigan-pass-renamed/



Mountain Pass Elevations

• FAA just added 

elevation values 

to ~50 mountain 

passes in Alaska 

on Oct. 7th.

• Make sure to 

download/acquire 

current charts!



Experimental 

Cloud Cross-

section
• Satellite imagery used to 

generate cloud base, tops 

and icing information



• Can now build 

your own route!

– Airports

– Lat/Long

– Point and Click

https://aviation.cira.

colostate.edu/

https://aviation.cira.colostate.edu/


FAA weathercam visibility demo

• Click to Join:

https://faavideo.zoomgov.com/j/16130653524

• Passcode: 642640

• If prompted, accept the Zoom application as instructed.

https://faavideo.zoomgov.com/j/16130653524


Clear TFR & R-2206

• Continue use of TFR 

during testing of the 

LRDR systems

• Permanent 

Restricted Area 

expected to chart 

by December 2022.

• Watch for TFR change:

– 24 hours for outer/higher 

sections

– Tue/Thur/Sat for lower 

corridor/airport segments



Tom George – AOPA Alaska Regional Manager

301-695-2092  |  tom.george@aopa.org 

Thank you!


